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Preface

This new edition retains in-depth discussion of famous cases, while providing updated,
detailed analysis of the issues those cases raise. Each chapter also focuses on a key question
that could be debated in class.

Unique to this text is a single, authorial voice integrating description of the cases and their
issues with historical overviews. The text is the only one that follows cases over decades to
tell readers what did and, often, what did not, happen. Written by a professor who helped
found bioethics and who has published in the field for nearly 50 years, the text gives stu-
dents a sense of mastery over this exciting, complex field. After they have read the book,
I hope that students will feel that they have learned something important and that time
studying the material has been well spent.

New to the 9th Edition
The most important change is that each chapter now has 3–4 links to online videos drama-
tizing the cases and issues of each chapter. All of these are free and in the public domain.
Especially great are the Retro Reports co-sponsored by the New York Times, for example,
on the case of Teri Schiavo or history of assisted reproduction. In the e-book, students can
click on the links and directly see the key figures in the case.

A NEW CHAPTER on Ethical Issues in Weight Management, focusing on the show “The
Biggest Loser,” discusses fat shaming, personal responsibility for weight, bariatric surgery,
taxes on sodas, unrealistic ideals about weight, anorexia, and the global epidemic of obe-
sity.

A new half chapter on the OPIOD EPIDEMIC has been added to the previous chapter on
ethical issues in treating ALCOHOLISM, with perspectives from neuroscience, Narcotics
Anonymous, genetics, Social Justice (Rawls), and Kant.

Death and Dying: Inclusion of case of Dax Cowart and his obituary; overview of 25 years
of right-to-die legislation in federal courts and new laws in Vermont, California, et al. Cases
of children in comas: Jahi McMath and Marlise Munoz.

Comas: Update on care for patients in minimally conscious states as a new kind of right.

Abortion: Abortion and the Trump presidency and Supreme Court; updates on declining
numbers of abortion in America; OTC emergency contraception for teenagers; more on
telemedicine and self-induced, early-stage self-abortions; success of TRAP (Targeted Regu-
lation of Abortion Providers) laws.

Assisted Reproduction: Surprising updates on the Gosselins and eight kids of the Octomom.
Several clinics charged with lying to customers about characteristics of sperm donors; more
physicians at such clinics using their own sperm. Implanting “mosaic” embryos as a last
resort for women in their 40s.



Stem Cells, Cloning, and Embryos: Updates on the proliferation of sham stem-cell clinics
across America and their false, outrageous claims. Huge controversy over legal damages to
couples from embryos lost at the Cleveland Clinic and at clinic in California.

Impaired Babies chapter: The case in Britain of Charlie Gard.

Animals chapter: Worries about chimeras; the end of use of chimpanzees in research in
America.

Intersex chapter: The Case of Andraya Yearwood, a male who identifies as a girl in Con-
necticut and who won the state championship there in his/her first official race.

Involuntary commitment chapter (Joyce Brown): Update on how Kendra’s Law is, and is
not, working; more on NIMBY.

In the chapter on first-time surgeries, new information about Barnard’s first heart trans-
plant. New issues about LVAD’s as final destinations.

God Committee and organ donation chapter: new issues in using organs infected with
hepatitis C and HIV; new data on long-term health of voluntary, adult donors.

In the chapter on the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, new case of the Radium Girls.

Updates on Ebola and Zika virus in the AIDS chapter. Zika’s effects in Brazil.

Update on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: How it survived two attempts
to unravel it. Discussion of the public option.

Update on the pitfalls and promises of Personalized Genomic Testing and Big Data, espe-
cially problems of testing and getting unwelcome news, forming a sick identity. Problems of
ancestry testing and indirectly testing members of one’s family without their consent. Dis-
cussion on CRISPR, the revolutionary method of changing genes that almost any geneticist
can use to change a species and its progeny. Discussion of mitochondrial donation, embryo
repair, and All of US program of NIH.

Enhancement chapter: updates on cheating by athletes worldwide, updates on doping.

iv PREFACE
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